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Introduction

The Philippines is an archipelago located in the biologically diverse confluence of

the South China and Sulu Celebes Seas. Prior to becoming a Spanish colony in the 16
th

century, the Philippines was historically part of the Malayu-Indonesian Shri Vijayan and

Madjapahit Empires. Since then, however, it has donned a Western façade to its culture,

becoming the only predominantly Catholic country in Asia, adopting the European then

the North American educational system, and using English as the official medium of

instruction, government and business transactions.

The country boasts of a highly developed mass media system patterned after that

of the United States. It can only be expected that Philippine mass media would be

employed early on for open and distance learning (ODL) undertakings.

Agricultural and rural development challenges

Agriculture accounts for the bulk of the Gross National Product of the

Philippines. However, it is an agricultural country within a global information economy.

Hence its raw agricultural products often sell at prices way below its real value. This

situation has exacerbated the already worsening poverty in rural areas brought about by

generations of political and ideological conflict, not to mention rampant corruption from

the lowly traffic policeman to the highest offices in the land. An often heard response to

poverty is education and lifelong learning; a strategy that enables people to add value to

their produce and empowers them to fight against corruption.

Open and distance learning strategies

Open and distance learning projects in the Philippines were initiated by both the

government and the private sectors.  Foreign funding from bilateral and multi-lateral

agreements financed some of these projects.  Government initiatives included open-

broadcast programs such as Tulong-Aral launched by the then Department of Education,

Culture and Sports.  Religious organizations including Roman Catholic denominations and

the United Church of Christ in the Philippines are frequent sponsors of educational

programs. Private corporations such as Philip Morris International and non-government

organizations such as the Philippine Children's Television Foundation have also taken bold
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initiatives along this line.  However, the first documented ODL program conducted on a

sustained basis was introduced by a freelance broadcaster.

The Farmers' School of-the-Air. In l952, Pacifico Sudario, an enterprising

freelancer produced an educational program for rural farmers in Iloilo.  Sudario calls his

project, the farmers' school of-the-air or FSA for short.  The first FSA was aired in Iloilo

over a one kilowatt radio station, DYRI, l280 khz.  (Tan, et.al., l97l).  It was sponsored by

the Agricultural Productivity Commission and the Bureau of Plant Industry.  Sudario had

l50 students from all around the province of Iloilo listening to his broadcast entitled "Tips on

Farming and Community Development." The school lasted for six months.

This was followed by a second FSA, and a third with enrollment jumping up to 700.

The subject matter was presented by Sudario in lecture form.  Examination questions were

aired; field visits were conducted by the broadcaster.

The idea caught on in the Manila area in l963 when the National Cottage Industries

Development Authority (NACIDA) adopted the FSA format in a swine raising project.

Initially, government stations like DZFM and DZRP aired the school.  However,

commercial stations began initiating FSA's in cooperation with government agencies such as

the Bureau of Plant Industry and the Bureau of Agricultural Extension.

As this developed, the University of the Philippines - College of Agriculture began

operating its rural educational radio station at a power of 250 watts.  The radio station was

given the call letters DZLB.

Radio DZLB, "Ang Tinig ng Kaunlaran." Radio DZLB, 1116 khz, is owned by the

University of the Philippines Los Baños.  The 1993 KBP Golden Dove Awardee for best

AM radio station, DZLB went on the air for the first time on August 3, l964 making it the

oldest existing rural educational non-commercial broadcasting entity in the Philippines.

The transmitting power of Radio DZLB has increased from 250 watts in l964 to

5,000 watts at present.  Since l964, the station's signals have been transmitted at a frequency

of l2l0 kilohertz.  During my term as Radio Station Manager of DZLB in l978, the station’s

frequency was changed to 1116 kilohertz.

DZLB is an educational medium.  Most of its programs strive to educate and

motivate people.  It goes on the air from l:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Monday to Sunday and it does

not sell airtime.  Commercial spots and plugs are not aired over DZLB.  Developmental

spots produced by cooperating agencies, DZLB staff members and broadcasting students of

UPLB are aired instead.

The Community Broadcasting staff of the UPLB College of Development

Communication operates radio DZLB.  Because of its rich experience in educational

broadcasting the College of Development Communication has served as the training center

for the Department of Agriculture's Masagana-99 rural broadcasters.  More than l20 rural



broadcasters from the Department of Agriculture have completed their training in the

College using the facilities of Radio DZLB for their practicum sessions.

The station has conducted its share of distance learning undertakings.  In the span of

twenty-five years (l967-l992), it has successfully conducted no less than twenty five schools

on-the-air, five instructional broadcast series and innumerable radio forums.  This is quite a

significant achievement considering that DZLB is manned only by a handful of staff

workers who have instruction and research functions as well.  Furthermore, the conduct of

the school accounts for only a miniscule portion of their extension activities.  Presently, the

SOA program itself entitled "Paaralan sa Pagsasaka" take up only 3.2 percent (1.5 hours per

week) of the station's broadcast time.

Gomez (l970) summarizes DZLB's developmental effort into four categories:

1. maintaining close coordination and cooperation with government agencies and other

institutions;

2. conducting localized programming and personalized   broadcasting;

3. encouraging greater audience involvement or participation; and

4. instituting evaluation techniques.

As of now, the DZLB schools on-the-air have graduated more than 14,000 students.

This is quite a boost for non-formal education.  Thus, the College of Development

Communication can readily and justifiably claim to be the country's leading school on-the-

air exponent. It was through these pioneering efforts that the University of the Philippines

eventually went head-on into open and distance learning and established its fifth

autonomous campus, the UP Open University in 1995.

The UPLB College of Development Communication was the first institution in the

country to offer formal and non-formal training in educational broadcasts.  For a long time it

was the only institution qualified to do so.  The national government was fully aware of this

when in l973 the Presidential Commission to Study Philippine Education chose DZLB as

the nucleus of a network of rural educational radio stations based in agricultural universities

and colleges throughout the country.  The College of Development Communication was

also to become the training center for the core personnel who were to man these stations.

Related to this development was the conduct of the project known as Communication

Technology for Rural Education or CTRE.

The CTRE Project. The Communication Technology for Rural Education Project

was a three-year pilot project implemented by the Educational Development Projects

Implementing Task Force (EDPITAF) and funded by the World Bank.  It was designed to

try out and evaluate the use of communication technology for education in the Philippines.

The CTRE Program Coordinator, Nora C. Quebral, describes the project as a pilot study for

"a distance learning system for small farmers." Radio DZLB was the main transmission

medium of CTRE.

Quebral best summed up the CTRE experience with the following statement:



CTRE further explored the use of local radio programming

and some print in the delivery of university technology to

farm families and local leaders.  It tried to weave mediated

teaching activities into the fabric of interpersonal

communication structures in farming communities.  The

study supplied tentative evidence that radio, especially if

reinforced by other modes of teaching, is capable of initiating

and continuing learning among rural adults outside the

classroom.  That it will perform better with some types of

learning content than with others, given its characteristics, is

only to be expected.

The study evolved a model of a distance learning system for

farm families and local leaders over which they had a good

deal of influence on what and how information was to be

delivered.  It was not able to relate directly with extension

workers.

The CTRE Project is perhaps one of the most sophisticated experiments on

educational broadcasts conducted in the country.  It was able to generate these outputs

(Quebral, l982):

1. the model of a process for planning, integrating and producing research-based

multi-media communication materials;

2. a compilation of 210 broadcast lessons and their equivalent radio scripts and

tapes;

3. prototypes of accompanying print materials; and

4. an English-Filipino glossary of agricultural terms.

Instructional Broadcasts. In l959 at the advent of the transistor revolution, the

Bureau of Public Schools and the Philippine Broadcasting Service established a school

broadcasting organization with technical assistance from the Australian government.

Benoza wrote in l970:

In the Philippines much is being done by way of educational

broadcasting.  The Bureau of Public Schools, jointly with the

Philippine Broadcasting Service, maintains an educational

broadcast program that has been going on for the last ten

years.  The programming ranges from instructional and

enrichment broadcasts for use in the classrooms, teachers' in-

service education, kindergarten, as well as programs for out

of school youth and adults.



The BPS-PBS partnership also ventured into educational television in l962.

However this ETV project was short lived.  The carrier station, Channel l0 of the Philippine

Broadcasting Service ceased operations in l963.

Projects of Educational Institutions. As institutions of higher learning, several

universities and colleges in the Philippines have conducted educational broadcasting

projects as a component of their instruction, research and/or extension functions.  At least

two units of the University of the Philippines Diliman have ventured into educational radio

and/or television. The College of Education has had considerable experience in educational

technology particularly through undertakings at the Institute of Science and Mathematics

Education (ISMED).  The College of Mass Communication, on the other hand, was the first

to experiment on the radio forum format in the Philippines with their forum broadcasts for

Bulacan rural folk.

Ateneo de Manila University has experimented on educational television since l964.

Its Center for Educational Television (CETV) linked up with the Inter-Continental

Broadcasting Corporation (Channel l3) for its pre-Martial Law broadcasts serving 5l schools

and colleges.  Besides producing videotaped tele-courses, CETV established a closed circuit

ITV system, CCTV, covering Ateneo de Manila, Maryknoll, Xavier School, Immaculate

Concepcion and St.  Theresa's College.  These ITV programs were primarily designed for

elementary and high school instruction. More recently, the Philippine Women's University

has ventured into a more sophisticated ITV system which is currently at the experimental

stage.

In the countryside, rural educational radio stations have been set up in the Visayas

State College of Agriculture in Baybay, Leyte and in the Central Mindanao University in

Musuan, Bukidnon.  Other such stations will be set up in the Central Luzon State University

in Nueva Ecija and the University of Southern Mindanao in North Cotabato.

Contributions of the Religious Sector. Purisima Katigbak Tan wrote in l97l that

much of the educational programming conducted in the provincial areas then stemmed from

the work of religious stations.  The National Council of Churches in the Philippines, for

instance, owns and operates the MASSCOM Network which includes DZCH, DYCR and

DICERE.  Silliman University-based DYSR, in particular, can be considered as one of the

pioneers in broadcast-based distance learning in the country.

The Far East Broadcasting Corporation owns three provincial radio stations: DXAS,

DXKI, and DYGS which provides agricultural information, family planning lessons and

community development news aside from its regular religious instruction.  Credit should

also be given to the Philippine Federation of Catholic Broadcasters whose members

regularly air educational programs in sixteen radio stations all over the country in various

dialects.

In Bacolod City, an ETV project was initiated "to educate some 750,000 adults and

more than 40,000 school drop-outs all over Western Visayas." Organized in l969 by Bishop

Antonio Y. Fortich and Fr. Philip Bourret, S.J., the Visayan Educational Radio and



Television Association or VERTA was a non-stock, non-profit corporation financed by

donations from the National Federation of Sugarcane Planters and the Negros Occidental

provincial government.  The Columbia Broadcasting System donated television equipment.

The VERTA program had three components: the drop-out program, the training

program, and the research program.  The drop-out program was specifically designed for

school drop-outs to complete the equivalent of basic education.  The training program was

conceived for the benefit of the more literate members of the community.  The research

program was basically meant for formative and summative evaluation.

The contributions of these religious organizations are highlighted by the fact that the

Philippine broadcast industry is very much commercialized.  Such a system is highly

susceptible to manipulation by vested interests.  Social goals such as education are

pathetically ignored by these interests.  An overwhelming majority (86 percent) of the

broadcast industry is notoriously profit oriented and seldom can one find a station that

would invest its time, manpower and resources in an educational program.

A religious organization is by nature audience-oriented not profit-oriented. Hence it

is in a much better position to employ its media facilities not only for evangelical purposes,

but for educational purposes as well.

The Commercial Media as a Venue. Commercial media was most actively involved

in the broadcast of educational programs during the mid- and late seventies.  This was

mainly brought about by the Kapisanan ng mga Brodkaster sa Pilipinas (KBP) and the

Broadcast Media Council (BMC) partnership.  Directives from the Kapisanan ng mga

Brodkaster sa Pilipinas and the Broadcast Media Council required the regular airing of

news; educational farm programs such as the Department of Agriculture's University of the

Air; educational spots on family planning, environmental concerns, crop production, etc.

Indeed the abolition of the Broadcast Media Council right in l98l signaled the

decline of educational farm broadcasting particularly in commercial radio.  Farmcasters of

the Department of Agriculture who were provided as much as an hour's early morning

airtime, free, by provincial and urban-based commercial stations found their programs

reduced to fifteen minutes.  Nowadays less and less educational spots are heard over

commercial radio.

The KBP, of course, continues to endorse educational programming.  This may be

reflected in their choice for the 1993 Golden Dove Award for best AM radio station, DZLB.

Enforcing its directives however may be quite difficult since it is physically impossible to

monitor all of its member stations all of the time. Independent of KBP directives however

are some noteworthy initiatives from the industry.

For instance, when "Sesame Street" was introduced in the Philippines in l97l, it

garnered a small but substantial following.  In the mid-70's innovations by the show's

producer, the Children's Television Workshop, increased the audience ratings to "hit"



proportions.  "Sesame Street" became a hot item among local sponsors.  This proved the

commercial viability of educational programs.

However, years before "Sesame Street", ABS-CBN did produce a children's ETV

show that was very well received.  This was "Romper Room", a show patterned after

kindergarten sessions featuring nursery rhymes, exercises and values training.

The past two decades saw a number of canned ETV programs for children ("Sesame

Street", "The Electric Company", "Villa Allegre") introduced locally and produced abroad.

Admittedly, these were tailored fit for American and Hispanic-American children.  Quite a

few ETV projects were initiated exclusively for Pinoy pre-schoolers.  These included Kulit
Bulilit, Kalye Sesame and Batibot, the latter being the most successful.  A most welcome

development though is the gaining popularity of children's magazine programs such as "Five

and Up" and ATBP (Awit, Titik, Bilang Pambata). Although these programs cannot fall

strictly under the ETV category, their educational substance, content relevance and

innovative presentations sometimes prove much more effective than regular children's ETV

programs.

ETV programs for adults have been attempted in local television.  Some have been

moderately successful while others have failed.  Tele-Aralan ng Kakayahan affably hosted

by Cecilia Garrucho may be considered as one of the more successful shows.  It was

initiated by Great Wall Advertising, Philippines, Inc. and Philip Morris International as a

public service and skills development program.  It became one of the longest running ETV

shows in Philippine television.

Another success story is Gerry Geronimo's Ating Alamin.  Initially supported by

Advertising and Marketing Associates (AMA) and the Department of Agriculture, Ating
Alamin was for a time the only ETV program which catered to farmers.  This, of course, was

followed by the DA's Binhi. Recently, Gerry Geronimo has ventured into another ETV

program, Eumorpho-Lakas Tao. This program focuses on physical education as well as

current sports fads.

Another noteworthy example of ETV shows for adults is Ernesto Franco's Hanap
Buhay.  Although less successful and short-lived, Hanap Buhay offered a professionally

produced school on-the-air format for television. Recently, other innovative ETV programs

were introduced over the commercial media. These include Ricky Reyes' "Beauty School

Plus" which airs instruction on hairstyling and beauty tips over Channel 9. It became the

1989 Best Educational TV Show awardee.

The most successful programs, however, were initiated by the Technology and

Livelihood Resource Center and telecast over GMA 7. These shows include the

entrepreneurial Negosiete and its more specialized clone, Agrisiete. Both programs feature

resource persons from prestigious institutions such as the UPLB-College of Agriculture and

the Department of Science and Technology as well as veteran show business personalities

German Moreno and the late Bert Marcelo as hosts with occasional guests from the popular

program "That's Entertainment."



The Lingap ng Pangulo sa Barangay Project. Under Letter of Instruction 56l

issued by Ferdinand Marcos in l977, a Sub-Cabinet Committee was created to "work on a

Non-Formal Education Series of radio broadcasts for out-of-school youth and adults." The

program, entitled Lingap ng Pangulo sa Barangay was to be aired nationwide twice weekly.

All radio stations affiliated with the Kapisanan ng mga Brodkaster sa Pilipinas were to air

this hour-long program. Part of LOI 561 read:

The Lingap ng Pangulo sa Barangay is envisioned as an

effective instrument for harnessing all resources, especially

the human resources, in the current development efforts of

the country.

The rural folk who constitute the bulk of our

population...have shown willingness and interest to

participate actively in the programs of the government on

development.

However this willingness and interest have been hamstrung

by lack of technical knowhow, expertise, appreciation and

understanding of government programs.  To obviate these

problems...it is imperative that Lingap ng Pangulo sa
Barangay be launched as a step towards bringing the

classroom to the doorstep for these rural people at the

shortest possible time.

Most government ministries were involved in the Lingap project.  The Department

of Education and Culture and the National Media Production Center were given the

responsibility of producing and finalizing the lesson plans.  The Development Academy of

the Philippines (DAP) also assisted in project implementation.  At the barangay level, the

barangay chairman undertook the task of organizing the listening groups consisting of

"about 75 participants each, composed of farmers, housewives, and out-of-school youths."

The Lingap was envisioned as a continuing program.  Although the DEC-Office of

Non-Formal Education pegged program listenership to 328,4ll as of l980, Lingap failed to

provide the expected impact on rural mobilization.  Quite a number of explanations have

been forwarded to account for Lingap's failure.  One of these is the contention that radio can

only be expected to effect cognitive change upon its listeners.  This observation, however,

may be disproved by citing a more recent but a rather bizarre example of educational

broadcasting.

Johnny Midnight's "Toning." If ever there is such a thing as "dead time" in radio

then it would certainly be on midnight and the wee hours of the morning.  In the middle of

l98l, however, a Metro-Manila announcer bestowed upon these hours prime time ratings

contrary to all known assumptions about listenership.  Johnny Joseph, known among his

listeners or, more appropriately, among his "disciples" as Johnny Midnight, included



without warning in his late evening-early morning program, instruction on a psychic healing

technique which he calls "toning." He immediately attracted millions of listeners who

actually adopted his toning instruction.

Joseph was a well-known announcer who had been around for years.  During the

late sixties, he out-scooped other broadcast journalists in his on-the-spot coverage of the

Ruby Tower disaster.  He was a talented-announcer who knew his trade.  He had been

handling his midnight program for almost two decades before he started including step-by-

step instruction on "toning" as his main program fare.  In terms of adoption, his program

may be regarded a very successful educational broadcasting endeavor.

Institutional Descriptions

Institutionally, however, Philippine leadership in open and distance learning

initiatives rests in the fifth autonomous campus of the University of the Philippines

System, the UP Open University, established in February 23, 1995.

The UP Open University. The rationale for UPOU lies in the belief that our

country’s educational system must promote and develop a citizenry that is attuned to

social development and nation building. The University of the Philippines is faced with

the perennial challenge of providing quality higher education to a growing population

distributed in over 7,000 islands. Distance education allows for democratization of access

to quality education and increases the capacity of the University to respond to growing

demands for quality graduate and undergraduate education even in areas which do not

have a UP campus.

The University of the Philippines, having the largest full-time faculty, with the
highest number of advanced degrees and the widest fields of study among institutions of
higher education in the country, was then in the best position to offer quality distance
education programs. The University, with the existing facilities in its autonomous
universities and campuses in seven regions throughout the country has installed capacity
for the operation of distance education programs.

U.P., having initiated the first school-on-the-air program in the country in 1967

and having pioneered a formal program by distance education for secondary school

science and mathematics teachers since 1984, possessed the experience for the

institutionalization of distance education through an Open University within its System.

The UP Open University seeks to provide wider access to quality higher, education.

As a constituent university of the University of the Philippines System, the UP Open

University adheres to the highest standards of academic excellence, guarantees academic

freedom, and encourages social responsibility and nationalistic commitment among its

faculty, staff and students. It pursues the following specific objectives:

1. to provide opportunities for alternative access to quality higher education by

offering baccalaureate and post-baccalaureate degree programs and non-formal

courses by distance education;



2. to develop a system of continuing education for sustaining professional growth

and improving technical skills especially for those who cannot leave their jobs or

homes for full-time studies; and

3. to contribute towards upgrading the quality of residential instruction in the

University and the educational system of the country, in general, by developing,

testing, and utilizing innovative instructional materials and technology and

sharing these with other colleges and universities through cooperative programs.

It was envisioned that the Open University as an integral part of the University

System would derive the substance, vitality and quality of its degree program offerings

from the academic programs of the residential universities of the System. It would

develop these programs for distance education taking into account the optimal use of

existing University System faculty and facilities. Conversely, the instructional materials

and educational technology of the UP Open University would be available for use for the

improvement of residential instruction as well.

Nevertheless, like all other Universities of the UP System, the UP Open

University enjoys autonomy in the administration of its own affairs within the context of

the purposes of the University of the Philippines System and the policies laid down by

the Board of Regents.

History of UPOU. The roots of the UP distance education program may be traced

to the school-on-the air program Paaralang Panghimpapawid, aired by UP Los Baños

over Radio DZLB several decades ago. Designed primarily for a farmer audience, the

school-on-the-air's initial programs were on dairying. The programs were so successful

that other schools-on-the-air followed.

On 18 April 1984, Dr. Emil Q. Javier, UPLB Chancellor and, concurrently,

Director General of the National Science and Technology Authority, through

Administrative Order 27, Series of 1984, created a task force to develop a plan for a Pilot

Project on Science Teaching Using Distance Education (STUDE). The project was later

renamed STUDI or Upgrading Science Teaching Using Distance Instruction. In 1988, the

task force, headed by Dr. Ma. Cristina D. Padolina of the Institute of Chemistry,

instituted the Diploma of Science Teaching (DST) program, with majors in biology,

chemistry, physics, and mathematics. The UP Board of Regents approved the program on

24 March 1988, for implementation that same year. The first students were biology,

chemistry, physics, and mathematics teachers in high schools in Laguna, Cavite,

Batangas, Mindoro, and Pangasinan.

Dr. Padolina's task force developed learning modules and other instructional

materials for each of the courses in the DST program. The modules, known as STUDI,

were given to the students to study at their own time and place. Some of them listened to

instructional radio programs specifically produced for this purpose. Once a month, the

students had to come to UPLB for face-to-face tutorials. In their final summer term, they

stayed on campus for the laboratory courses.



In July 1991, UP President Jose V. Abueva created a Distance Education Com-

mittee to study the desirability and feasibility of distance education at the University-

wide level. A Distance Education Planning and Implementation Unit was set up to serve

as an executive arm of the Distance Education Committee. The DE program initially

focused on three subject matter areas: Teacher Training, Applied Computing, and Public

Administration. On 27 August 1992, the UP Board of Regents approved the

establishment of a System-level UP Distance Education Program (DEP), headed by Dr.

Francisco Nemenzo, Jr. as Executive Director. The System-level DEP was tasked to

coordinate the planning and implementation of the distance education programs in the

autonomous universities (AU).

When Dr. Javier assumed office as 17th UP President, he appointed Dr. Ma.

Cristina D. Padolina as Executive Director of the Distance Education Program.

President Javier reconstituted the UP Systemwide Committee on Distance

Education on 8 March 1994. On 24 April of the same year, the UP Board of Regents

approved the organization and structure of the Offices of Distance Education (ODE) at

the System-level and in each of the AUs. The System-level ODE was headed by an

Executive Director who reported directly to the UP President and was responsible for

planning UP's distance education program and coordinating its implementation in the

AUs. Each AU-ODE was headed by a Director. The University's resolve to undertake a

massive program in distance education was formally affirmed during a launching

program on 21 June 1994. The launching was highlighted by the signing of an Agreement

of Academic Cooperation between the National Open University of Taiwan and the

University of the Philippines.

The systemwide ODE formed the organizational nucleus of what was to become

the Open University. Directors were appointed from each autonomous university and

some faculty members started serving as program development associates. Support staff

were hired. The autonomous universities were invited to develop programs for the

distance education mode. The ODE—which later became the UPOU—drew from the

University's rich human resources. Faculty members with training and long experience in

their fields of expertise were invited to write course materials and deliver instruction.

The idea of an Open University was at times met with skepticism and opposition.

But the barriers were overcome. And the vision became a reality. On 23 February 1995,

the UP Board of Regents at its 1084th meeting approved the resolution establishing the

UP Open University as an autonomous member of the UP System.

With regard to current ODL initiatives on agricultural development and poverty

reduction, the researcher proposes to focus on OPAPA, a multi-agency program that

UPOU has assisted in conceptualizing.

The Open Academy for Philippine Agriculture. The Open Academy for

Philippine Agriculture (OPAPA) is a network of institutions providing education, training



and extension in agriculture, specifically to researchers, extension workers, farmers, and

support service providers. It is an alliance of national, local, and international

organizations that will utilize and tap existing network infrastructures, their content and

information databases, in an open environment using ICT and distance learning. It links

policymakers, researchers, service providers, markets, business organizations, and farm

communities. The Philippine Rice Research Institute serves as the lead agency assisted

by the UP Open University and other partners. This case study will be linked to a global

initiative by the Consultative Group for International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) for

a Global Open Agriculture and Food University (GO-AFU).

Conclusions

In conclusion, this paper submits that the ODL experience in the Philippines has profited

from initiatives of both the government and private sectors.

Both the public and the private sectors initiated ODL projects in the Philippines.  Foreign

funding from bilateral and multi-lateral agreements financed some of these projects.

Religious organizations such as the Roman Catholic denominations are frequent sponsors of

educational programs.

The Philippine experience in ODL is quite unique in the sense that its mass media system is

highly commercialized.  Such a system is highly susceptible to manipulation by vested

interests.  These interests pathetically ignore social goals such as education.  Thus seldom

can one find a media institution that would invest substantive portions of its time, manpower

and resources in ODL for agricultural development and poverty reduction.

However, a public-private sector partnership such as OPAPA has the potential to overcome

these traditional hurdles. It was initiated by the academe and the R&D sub sector with civil

society and the private sector actively involving itself. OPAPA would generate lessons and

best practices that may profit the community of ODL practice in general.
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